Monday, January 27, 2003
Genesis 36:1 - 37:36

It will be interesting to watch for the Edomites as we read through the Old Testament. As the history of these descendants of Esau continued, they were often in conflict with God’s chosen people, Jacob’s descendants. Isaac told his son Esau that someday his people would break from under the domination of Jacob’s people. Hundreds of years later the Edomite Herod the Great, through his friendship with Rome, would rule Israel. In the movie, “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade” you may have noticed the beautiful desert city surrounded by cliffs at the end of the story. Those scenes were filmed in Petra, the capital city of the Edomites later in their history.

Today we also meet Joseph. At age seventeen, he was either naïve or arrogant, or perhaps a little of both. He shared his dream of power with his brothers even though they already hated him because of his prominent position in Jacob’s affection. As the youngest of the group he should have been last in inheritance and would not be expected to have a place of honor, but his mother had been Rachel, the wife whom Jacob had loved so much more than her sister Leah. (Rachel had died giving birth to her second son, Benjamin, not long before.)

At his brothers’ hands Joseph tumbled from a place of prominence in the heart and house of a wealthy father into the fear of being murdered and then finding himself sold as a slave in Egypt. It’s hard for us to imagine his brothers returning to their father, pretending that Joseph was dead, and following through with the lie even though it brought Jacob such great pain. Only God’s intervention could bring this family back together, but it would take more than twenty years.
